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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

2. In accordance with a personal conversation on September 16, 1998 and a telephone 
conversation on September 28, 1998 with Mr. Turner for the applicant, the following changes 
were agreed upon to place the case in condition for allowance: 

A. Claims 12-14 and 16-18 have been canceled without prejudice. 

B. In Claim 15 line 1, the phrase, "A process" has been deleted and -The process of 
claim 5, further comprising the step- has been substituted therefor. 

B. In Claim 1 5 line 3, the phrase "the low pH of a venturi scrubber used in a process 
according to claim 5" has been changed to -a pH of 2 to 3 in said venturi scrubber- has been 
substituted therefor. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3 . The following is an exarniner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Mr. Turner argued during the personal interview of September 16, 1998 that there would 
be no motivation from the Pipe-Cross Reactor (PCR) Technical Update Article to use a PCR to 
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treat the low analysis organic waste material of Wilson (U.S. Patent, 3,050,383), and pointed out 
that in the past, the PCR had only been used to treat substantially pure materials, such as the 
ammoniation of acids. This argument is borne out by said Article which discloses that, "this led to 
the development of the PCR wherein two acids are ammoniated simultaneously". The examiners 
agreed with Mr. Turner that it would not be obvious from said Article to use a PCR to treat the 
low analysis organic waste of Wilson, since there would be no motivation to do so. In this regard, 
the fact that two references can be combined does not necessarily mean that it would have been 
obvious to do so. 

Mr. Turner also argued at the personal interview of September 16, 1998 that the term 
"relatively low analysis organic waste material" is an art-recognized term, referring to said Wilson 
patent. The examiners agreed that such term is reasonably definite, which is all that is required by 
the second paragraph of 35 USC 112. Accordingly, the objection of said term as being indefinite 
is withdrawn. 

Support for changing "low pH" to — pH of 2 to 3-- is found on page 8, line 25 of the 
original specification. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicants must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 



should be directed to Examiner Melanie Wong whose telephone number is (703) 305-3922. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30am to 4:00pm. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 

MCW 

September 24, 1998 




